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birds about two months old. A shelter is built for the birds and feed and drinking water is kept before them constantly. The yard is changed every three or four weeks or as soon as it becomes dirty. A five-foot fence is satisfactory to keep the birds inside. As the birds grow older, the size of the yard may be increased. The regular rotation of the growing flock on clean ground free from chicken contamination is certain to reduce the losses from blackhead to a minimum. No drugs are used, nothing but clean ground and rotation of yards. This plan of rotation and sanitation will also prevent the flock from becoming infested with worms and coccidiosis. These are soil-born diseases and are acquired by young turkeys when they run on the ground about the farm buildings where the adult flock of chickens has polluted the soil for a generation. It is impossible to control any disease under such circumstances.
If hens are used for hatching and brooding, considerable risk is involved, but this may be reduced by placing the hens and broods 200 yards from the buildings, in portable brooder coops. After the poults reach weaning age and the weather is favorable, they may be taken away from the hen mothers and placed in a yard of their own. This is provided with a shelter and changed at regular intervals.
COCCIDIOSIS
The occurrence of this destructive disease of young birds is increasing. Birds from four to eight or ten weeks of age suffer most. The disease derives its name from the parasite causing it. Turkeys as well as chickens may be infected.
Cause
Coccidiosis is caused by a minute parasite which lodges and multiplies in the intestinal tract of young birds. Older hens that have recovered from the disease may act as carriers and infect the soil. The parasites are picked up from the soil or from contaminated water and feed. They are carried down into the intestines and become established in